PASTOR’S NOTES
What do you do, what do you do when it feels like God
is punishing you?
Don’t misunderstand me. I’m not saying God is
punishing you. I’m asking, what do you do when you
find yourself in the middle of tragedy? What do you do
when you face those worst moments of your life?
Nearly two years ago, the Late Night Show host
Stephen Colbert was interviewed by GQ Magazine. He
talked candidly of the worst moment in his life. When
he was ten years old his father and his two brothers
were killed in a plane crash.
With the help of his mother, he said, he learned
over time to accept it, and he even learned to benefit
from the experience. But then he went a step further, a
step beyond what most people are willing to take. He
added, shockingly, “I then began to love the thing that
I wish most had not happened.”
The interviewer, taken aback and confused,
asked Colbert to elaborate. Without missing a beat,
Colbert quoted the author JRR Tolkien’s response to a
letter he had received, criticizing him for not taking
death seriously in his books:
“Aren’t all of God’s punishments also gifts?”
Which is a very strange thing to say. Very
peculiar. Cryptic, even.
Consider the example of St. Paul in the city of
Lystra to illustrate the point. Men who have followed
Paul from another town catch up with him and with
men from Lystra, they beat Paul to the point where they
think they’ve killed him.
After they left him for dead, Paul comes to, gets
up, and walks straight back into the city. Why? Because
there were people there who needed to hear what he
had to say. There were people in there who needed to
hear the Gospel.
And to Paul, his suffering is worth the gift of
living and sharing the truth of Christ. Maybe this is what
Colbert and Tolkien are getting at. It’s not that we as
Christians do not take suffering and death seriously
enough, but to be witness to something bigger than
ourselves, to something as startling or distressing as the
witness and disciple of a crucified God, the punishment
is also a gift, a gift to another for the working out of
Providence.
With gratitude and joy for the days ahead!
Fr. Seth

OUR GIFTS TO GOD
THE WEEK OF 7/29/18
St. Mary’s $1243
Budget ($1,900) -$657
Sacred Heart $848 Budget ($900) -$52
Visitation $418
Budget ($400) +$18
St. Sebastian $200
Budget ($400) -$200

LONGITUDE
2018 Aug 6-10:
Fr. Seth will be away on retreat. NO weekday masses.
2018 Thurs. Aug 9 - Sun. Aug 19.
Illinois State Fair.
2018 Aug 14, Tues: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
7:00pm, Mass at Sacred Heart, Franklin.
2018 Aug 15, Wed: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
8:00am, Mass at St. Sebastian, Waverly.
7:00pm, Mass at St. Mary’s, New Berlin.
Thursday Adoration & Confession
Thurs, August 9:
No Adoration - Fr. Seth will be on retreat.
Thurs, August 16:
6:00-8:00pm, Sacred Heart, Franklin.
Thurs, August 23:
6:00-8:00pm, St. Mary’s, New Berlin.

PRAY FOR THE SICK
Marilyn Fitzpatrick, Joe Gaston, Lois Pitchford, Lisa
Richardson, Judy Byer, Mary Hemberger, David Hermes,
Nancy Flach, Cecelia Peters, Roseanne Hartley, Calyssa
Richie, Dale Fitzpatrick, Mary McCray, Carl Bertolotti,
Heather Boudreau, Jane Ryan, Jean Knight, Tina Green, Sy
& Judy Haber, Donna Reichart, Presley Kerber, Joyce
Henn, Olivia Loving, George Eck, Opal Sutera, Tony &
Theresa Yates.

DEATHS
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Rita Meier
Votsmier, sister of parishioner Judy Marr, who passed
away on Tuesday, July 24, 2018. A graveside service was
held on Monday, July 30, 2018, at St. Mary’s Cemetery.
May the angels lead her to paradise

